(1390 REV. 5-93) US DE^T. OF COMMERCE PATENT & TRADEMARK OFFICE 

TRANSMITTAL LETTER TO THE 

UNITED STATES 
DESIGNATED/ELECTED OFFICE 
(DO/EO/US) CONCERNING A FILING 
UNDER 35 U.S.C. 371 


ATTORNEY'S DOCKET NUMBER-. ^ 

105013 /t>* P ^\ 


U.S. APPLICATION NO. / $\ 
(if known, sec 37 C.F.R. 1 .5)1 ft\ 
B NOV 0 a 2000 J 

39/ 6 ' J? 


INTERNATIONAL APPLICATION NO. 
PCT/JP00/01388 


INTERNATIONAL FILING DATE 
March 8, 2000 


PRIORITY DATE CLAIMED ^UEW**' 
March 11, 1999 


TITLE OF INVENTION 

FLEXIBLE INTERCONNECT SUBSTRATE, FILM CARRIER, TAPE-SHAPED SEMICONDUCTOR DEVICE, SEMICONDUCTOR 
DEVICE AND METHOD OF MANUFACTURING THE SAME, CIRCUIT BOARD, AND ELECTRONIC EQUIPMENT 


APPLICANT(S) FOR DO/EO/US 
Masahiko YANAGISAWA 



Applicant herewith submits to the United States Designated/Elected Office (DO/EO/US) the following items and other 
information: 

1 . £3 This is a FIRST submission of items concerning a filing under 35 U.S.C. 371 . 



2. □ This is a SECOND or SUBSEQUENT submission of items concerning a filing under 35 U.S.C. 371 . 

(3. jg] This express request to begin national examination procedures (35 U.S.C. 371(f)) at any time rather than 

delay examination until the expiration of the applicable time limit set in 35 U.S.C. 371(b) and PCT Articles 22 
f4 and 39(1). 

□ A proper Demand for International Preliminary Examination was made by the 19th month from the earliest 
- claimed priority date. 

::5. E| A copy of the International Application as filed (35 U.S.C. 371 (c)(2)) 
" ; a. □ is transmitted herewith (required only if not transmitted by the International Bureau). 

I b. EJ has been transmitted by the International Bureau. 

c. □ is not required, as the application was filed in the United States Receiving Office (RO/US) 

6. E| A translation of the International Application into English (35 U.S.C. 371 (c)(2)). 

7. □ Amendments to the claims of the International Application under PCT Article 19 (35 U.S.C. 371(c)(3)) 

a. □ are transmitted herewith (required only if not transmitted by the International Bureau). 

b. □ have been transmitted by the International Bureau. 

c. □ have not been made; however, the time limit for making such amendments has NOT expired. 

d. □ have not been made and will not be made. 

8. □ A translation of the amendments to the claims under PCT Article 1 9 (35 U.S.C. 371 (c)(3)). 

9. Eg An oath or declaration of the inventor(s) (35 U.S.C. 371 (c)(4)). 

1 0. □ A translation of the annexes to the International Preliminary Examination Report under PCT Article 36 

(35 U.S.C. 371 (c)(5)). 

Items 11. to 16. below concern other document(s) or information included: 

11. □ An Information Disclosure Statement under 37 CFR 1 .97 and 1 .98. 

12. gl An assignment document for recording. A separate cover sheet in compliance with 37 CFR 3.28 and 3.31 is 

included. 

13. g] A FIRST preliminary amendment. 

□ A SECOND or SUBSEQUENT preliminary amendment. 

14. □ A substitute specification. 

15. □ Entitlement to small entity status is hereby asserted. 

16. g] Other items or information: Request for Approval of Drawing Corrections 



fPQRfln'ri PCT/PTC 08 NOVZ00D 



U.S. Al 
C.F.R. 



37 



INTERNATIONAL APPLICATION NO. 
PCT/JP00/O1388 



ATTORNEY'S DOCKET NUMBER 
105013 



17. ^ The following fees are submitted: 




CALCULATIONS 


PTO USE ONLY 


Basic National fee (37 CFR 1 .492(a)(1 )-(5)): 

Search Report has been prepared by the EPO or JPO ....$860.00 

International preliminary examination fee paid to USPTO 

(37 CFR1.482) $690.00 

No international preliminary examination fee paid to USPTO 
(37 CFR 1.482) but international search fee paid to USPTO 
(37 CFR 1.445(a)(2)) $710.00 

Neither international preliminary examination fee (37 CFR 

1.482) nor international search fee (37 CFR 1.445(a)(2)) 

paid to USPTO $1,000.00 

International preliminary examination fee paid to USPTO 
(37 CFR 1 .482) and all claims satisfied provisions of PCT 
Article 33(2)-(4) $ 100.00 

ENTER APPROPRIATE BASIC FEE AMOUNT = 




$860 




Surcharge of $1 30.00 for furnishing the oath or declaration later than 
20 □ 30 months from the earliest claimed priority date (37 CFR 
M.492(e)). 


$ 




H| Claims 


Number Filed 


Number 
Extra 


Rate 






"Total Claims 


24-20 - 


4 


X $ 18.00 


$72 




f ^independent Claims 


1 - 3 = 


0 


X $80.00 


$ 




Multiple dependent ciaim(s)(if applicable) 


+ $270.00 


$ 




U TOTAL OF ABOVE CALCULATIONS = 


$932 




Reduction by 1/2 for filing by small entity, if applicable. 


$ 




C| SUBTOTAL = 


$932 




^Processing fee of $130.00 for furnishing the English translation later 
IPian □ 20 □ 30 month from the earliest claimed priority date (37 CFR 
1.492(f)). + 


$ 




TOTAL NATIONAL FEE = 


$932 






Amount to be 
refunded 


$ 


Charged 


$ 



a. [g] Check No. 113506 in the amount of $ 932 to cover the above fees is enclosed. 

b. □ Please charge my Deposit Account No. in the amount of $ to cover the above fees. A duplicate copy 

of this sheet is enclosed. 

c. |3 The Director is hereby authorized to charge any additional fees which may be required, or credit any overpayment, to 

Deposit Account No. 15-0461 . A duplicate copy of this sheet is enclosed. 

NOTE: Where an appropriate time limit under 37 CFR 1.494 or 1.495 has not been met, a petition to revive (37 CFR 
1.137(a) or (b)) must be filed and granted to restore the application to pending status. 

SEND ALL CORRESPONDENCE TO: 

OLIFF St BERRIDGE, PLC 

P.O. Box 19928 
Alexandria, Virginia 22320 

JAO:JSA/emb 




NAME: JknesA. 
REGISTRATION NU! 




ER: 27,075 



NAME: Joel S. Armstrong 
REGISTRATION NUMBER: 36,430 



(1390 Rev.10-00) 



09/674924 
529 Rec'd PCT/PTC 08 NOV2000 

PATENT APPLICATION 

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

In re the Application of 
Masahiko YANAGISAWA 

Application No.: U.S. National Stage of PCT/JPOO/01388 

Filed: November 8, 2000 Docket No.: 105013 

For: FLEXIBLE INTERCONNECT SUBSTRATE, FILM CARRIER, TAPE-SHAPED 
SEMICONDUCTOR DEVICE, SEMICONDUCTOR DEVICE AND METHOD OF 
MANUFACTURING THE SAME, CIRCUIT BOARD, AND ELECTRONIC 
EQUIPMENT 

PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 

Director of the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
Washington, D. C. 20231 

Sir: 

Prior to initial examination, please amend the above-identified application as follows: 
IN THE SPECIFICATION : 

Please amend the specification as follows: 

Page 18, lines 5 and 6, change "reference numerals 46" to —reference numerals 48--. 
Page 21, line 27, change "Fig. 5" to --Fig. 4~. 

Page 22, line 27, change "A portable telephone 80" to -A portable telephone 180--. 
Page 23, line 2, change "This portable telephone 80" to -This portable telephone 180--. 

line 4, change "A notebook-sized personal computer 90" to —A notebook- 
sized personal computer 190--. 

Page 24, line 15, change "the basic substrate 10" to -the base substrate 80-. 

line 20, change "the basic substrate 90" to -the base substrate 80--. 



U.S. National Stage of PCT/JP00/01388 



line 2, change "the basic substrate 90" to -the base substrate 80--. 



IN THE CLAIMS : 

Please amend claim 22 and 23 as follows: 

Claim 22, line 4, change "any one of claims 1 to 9" to -claim 1--. 
Claim 23, lines 4 and 5, change "any one of claims 1 to 9" to -claim 1-. 



Claims 1-24 are pending. By this Preliminary Amendment, the specification is 
amended, and claims 22 and 23 are amended to eliminate multiple dependencies. Prompt and 
favorable examination on the merits is respectfully solicited. 



Date: November 8, 2000 
OLIFF & BERRIDGE, PLC 
P.O. Box 19928 
Alexandria, Virginia 22320 
Telephone: (703) 836-6400 
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REQUEST FOR APPROVAL OF DRAWING CORRECTIONS^ 



Director of the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Sir: 

The Examiner is requested to review and approve the proposed corrections to Figures 1, 
7, and 8, marked in red on the attached copy of such drawing figures. 

Upon approval by the Examiner, and upon allowance of this application, the formal 
drawings will be corrected. 



Respectfully submitted, 




Jar| es A. OliffV/ 
Registration No. 27,075 

Joel S. Armstrong 
Registration No. 36,430 
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Date: November 8, 2000 

Oliff & BERRIDGE, PLC 
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FLEXIBLE INTERCONNECT SUBSTRATE, FILM CARRIER, 
TAPE-SHAPED SEMICONDUCTOR DEVICE, 
SEMICONDUCTOR DEVICE AND METHOD OF MANUFACTURING THE SAME, 
CIRCUIT BOARD, AND ELECTRONIC EQUIPMENT 

5 

TECHNICAL FIELD 

The present invention relates to a flexible interconnect 
substrate, a film carrier, a tape-shaped semiconductor device, 
a semiconductor device and a method of fabrication thereof r and 
10 a circuit board, together with electronic equipment. 



w BACKGROUND ART 

The tape automated bonding (TAB) method is known in the 
*!: art for mounting semiconductor chips onto a flexible 

fy 15 interconnect substrate. Leads are formed on the flexible 
T interconnect substrate and these leads are connected to pads 

of the semiconductor chips. 
f;;| With this TAB method, the flexible interconnect substrate 

J "J is curved and reel-to-reel processing is performed thereon, but 

O 20 when such a flexible interconnect substrate is wound onto a reel, 

the leads thereof may become bent. 



DISCLOSURE OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention was devised to solve this problem 
25 and has as an objective thereof the provision of a flexible 
interconnect substrate, a film carrier, a tape- shaped 
semiconductor device, a semiconductor device and a method of 

1 
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manufacturing the same, a circuit board, and electronic 
equipment that make it possible to prevent bending of the leads . 

( 1 ) A flexible interconnect substrate in accordance with 
the present invention comprises: a tape-shaped base substrate; 

5 and an interconnect pattern formed on the base substrate, 

wherein the base substrate includes s a first region in 
which a predetermined interconnect pattern has been formed and 
which will form a unit when separated from the base substrate; 
and a second region positioned next to the first region in the 

10 longitudinal direction of the base substrate? and 

wherein the second region has a low-bending-resistance 
portion which is formed in a region that excludes a central 
portion of the second region in the widthwise direction of the 
base substrate, for ensuing that the second region bends more 

15 readily in the direction in which the longitudinal axis of the 
base substrate bends, in comparison with the first region. 

This aspect of the present invention ensures that a region 
(a second region) that is designed to bend more readily is 
provided adjacent to a region (a first region) that is to be 

20 punched out. When the flexible interconnect substrate is bent, 
stresses therefore concentrate in this second region, and thus 
the stress concentrations avoid the first region. This 
suppresses any bending of the interconnect pattern within the 
first region » 

25 In addition, the low-bending-resistance portion is 

formed in a region that excludes the central portion in the 
widthwise direction of the base substrate within the second 
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region, making it. possible to suppress excessive deformation 
of the second regions, even when the base substrate is pulled 
in the longitudinal direction* 

(2) in this flexible interconnect substrate, 

5 the low-bending-resistance portion may be one of 

through-holes, cuts, and a thinner portion. 

A thinner portion makes the bending resistance lower, and 
through-holes or cuts reduce the bending resistance to zero. 
Thus the term "low-bending-resistance portion" includes any 
10 portion where the bending resistance is zero* 

(3) in this flexible interconnect substrate, the 
configuration may be such that: 

a high-bending-resistance portion is formed in each of 
the first region and the central portion of the second region 
15 in the widthwise direction of the base substrate; 

the high-bending-resistance portion is formed to avoid 
a region that excludes the central portion of the second region 
in the widthwise direction of the base substrate; and 

the region avoided by the high-bending-resistance 
20 portion forms a relatively low-bending-resistance portion- 
This configuration is not limited to a case in which the 
low-bending-resistance portion is formed deliberately; it 
could also apply to cases in which the bending resistance is 
reduced by an increase in the bending resistance in all other 
25 portions • 

(4) In this flexible interconnect substrate, the 
configuration may be such that: 
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a hole is formed in the first region of the base substrate; 

and 

a portion of the interconnect pattern is positioned 
within that hole. 
5 with this configuration, the portion of the interconnect 

pattern that is positioned within the hole is not supported by 
the base substrate, but since the stresses concentrate in the 
second region, as described above, the bending of a lead that 
is positioned within the first region is suppressed. 
10 (5) In tftis flexible interconnect substrate, 

the second region may be formed to bend more readily than 
the first region that bends readily due to the formation of the 
hole. 

The formation of the hole makes it possible for the first 
15 region to bend more readily, but the second region bends even 
more readily than that first region, making it possible to avoid 
stress concentrations in the first region* 

(6) In this flexible interconnect substrate, 

a plurality of the low-bending-resistance portions may 
20 be formed in a straight line within the second region, across 
the width of the base substrate « 

This makes it easier for the second regions to bend. 

(7) in this flexible interconnect substrate, 

the plurality of low-bending-resistance portions may be 
25 disposed on two edge portion sides of the base substrate, 
symmetrically with respect to the center in the widthwise 
direction of the base substrate. 
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This ensures that, the substrate bends readily in a manner 
that is symmetrical across the width thereof. 

(8) In this flexible interconnect substrate, 

the plurality of low-bending-resistance portions may be 
5 disposed on two edge portion sides of the base substrate, 
asymmetrically with respect to the center in the widthwise 
direction of the base substrate. 

This makes it possible to ensure that the substrate bends 
readily in a manner that is asymmetrical across the width 
10 thereof - 

(9) In this flexible interconnect substrate, 

the interconnect pattern may be formed to be offset 
towards either of two edge portions of the base substrate , with 
respect to the center in the widthwise direction of the base 
15 substrate . 

This makes it possible to dispose the interconnect 
pattern in correspondence with a asymmetrical mode of bending. 

(10) A tape-shaped semiconductor device in accordance 
with the present invention comprises t the previously described 

20 flexible interconnect substrate; and a semiconductor chip 
connected electrically to the interconnect pattern of the base 
substrate. 

With this aspect of the present invention, all the above 
described details of the flexible interconnect substrate apply. 
25 (11) Another tape- shaped semiconductor device in 

accordance with the present invention comprises; 

the previously described flexible interconnect 
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substrate; and 

a semiconductor chip which is disposed offset towards 

either of two edge portions of the base substrate , with respect 

to the center in the widthwise direction of the base substrate/ 
5 and which is connected electrically to the interconnect pattern 

of the base substrate* 

With this aspect of the present invention , all the above 

described details of the flexible interconnect substrate apply. 

(12) A semiconductor device in accordance with the 
10 present invention has a shape obtained by punching out the base 

substrate of the previously described tape-shaped 

semiconductor device along an outline that surrounds the 

semiconductor chip. 

This semiconductor device is not limited to one obtained 
15 by punching out the tape-shaped semiconductor device as 

described above, but it can also apply to semiconductor devices 

that have the same configuration and shape as punched-out 

devices. Details of the flexible interconnect substrate are as 

described previously. 
20 (13) A circuit board in accordance with the present 

invention is connected electrically to the previously described 

semiconductor device. 

(14) Electronic equipment in accordance with the present 
invention comprises the previously described semiconductor 

25 device. 

(15) A method of manufacturing a semiconductor device in 
accordance with the present invention comprises the steps oft 
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winding the previously described flexible interconnect 
substrate onto a reel in preparation; and then pulling the 
flexible interconnect substrate out from the reel. 

in this aspect of the present invention, the base 
5 substrate bends as the flexible interconnect substrate is wound 
up, but it is possible to suppress bending of the interconnect 
pattern because the previously described flexible interconnect 
substrate is used therefore. 

(16) Another method of manufacturing a semiconductor 
10 device in accordance with the present invention comprises the 

steps of s winding a tape-shaped semiconductor device which 
comprises the previously described flexible interconnect 
substrate and a semiconductor chip connected electrically to 
the interconnect pattern of the flexible interconnect substrate, 

15 onto a reel in preparation? and then pulling the tape-shaped 
semiconductor device out from the reel. 

In this aspect of the present invention , the base 
substrate bends as the flexible interconnect substrate is wound 
up, but it is possible to suppress bending of the interconnect 

20 pattern because the previously described flexible interconnect 
substrate is used therefore. 

(17) In this method of manufacturing a semiconductor 
device, the flexible interconnect substrate may be punched out 
at the first region, during the step of pulling the tape-shaped 

25 semiconductor device out from the reel. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS 



7 



00-11- 7; it30PM;#i**i^8l»SBr 



OLI-fF 



; 5337-0893 



# A- 2* 



Fig- 1 shows a flexible interconnect substrate in 
accordance with an embodiment of the present invention* 

Figs. 2A and 2B show a usage state of the flexible 
interconnect substrate in accordance with this embodiment of 
5 the present invention* 

Fig* 3 shows a method of manufacturing a tape-shaped 
semiconductor device in accordance with an embodiment of the 
present invention* 

Fig* 4 shows a tape-shaped semiconductor device in 
10 accordance with an embodiment of the present invention. 

Fig. 5 shows a method of manufacturing a semiconductor 
device in accordance with an embodiment of the present 
invention. 

Fig* 6 shows a circuit board in accordance with an 
15 embodiment of the present invention. 

Fig* 7 shows an item of electronic equipment having a 
semiconductor device in accordance with this embodiment* 

Fig. S shows another item of electronic equipment having 
a semiconductor device in accordance with this embodiment* 
20 Fig. 9 shows a modification of a flexible interconnect 

substrate in accordance with an embodiment of the present 
invention* 

Figs. 10A and 10B show another modification of the 
flexible interconnect substrate in accordance with an 
2S embodiment of the present invention. 

BEST MODE FOR CARRYING OUT THE INVENTION 
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Preferred embodiments to which this invention are applied 
will be described below with reference to the accompanying 
figures, but it should be noted that the present invention is 
not limited to the embodiments described herein* 

5 

Flexible Interconnect substrate 

A flexible interconnect substrate in accordance with an 
embodiment of this invention is shown in Fig. 1. This flexible 
interconnecting substrate 1 comprises a base substrate 10 and 

10 a plurality of interconnect patterns 20. The flexible 
interconnecting substrate I could be handled by being wound onto 
a reel 46, as shown in Fig, 2A. If the TAB technique is to be 
applied, the flexible interconnect substrate is a substrate for 
tab (a film carrier tape) , but it is not limited thereto and 

15 thus could equally well be a substrate for chip-on-f ilm (COF) 
packaging or a substrate for chip-on-board (COB) packaging. 

The base substrate 10 is a base material of a tape-shaped 
form that acts as a support member for the interconnect patterns 
20. The base substrate 10 has flexibility. The base substrate 

20 10 is frequently formed of a polyimide res in / but other known 
materials can be used therefor. If a plurality of sprocket holes 
12 are formed in the lengthwise direction along both sides of 
the base substrate 10, with respect to the widthwise direction, 
the flexible interconnect substrate can be moved out by an 

25 engagement with sprockets (not shown in the figure). 

If the TAB technique is to be used, one device hole 14 
(or a plurality thereof overall) is formed in the interconnect 
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patterns 20 on the base substrate 10. Bonding between a 
semiconductor chip 60 (see Fig- 4) and electrical connection 
portions therefor {such as inner leads 26 and 28) can be done 
through this device hole 14. The shape of the device hole 14 
5 is not particularly limited , so it could be of a size sufficient 
to completely accommodate the semiconductor chip 60, or of a 
size that accommodates only part thereof. 

A plurality of the interconnect patterns 20 are formed 
on the base substrate 10. The base substrate 10 supports the 

10 interconnect patterns 20. with a flexible interconnect 
substrate 1 that has a three-layer substrate, the interconnect 
patterns 20 are attached to the base substrate 10 by an adhesive 
(not shown in the figure). With a flexible interconnect 
substrate that has a two-layer substrate, the interconnect 

15 patterns 20 are formed on the base substrate 10 with no adhesive 
therebetween - 

The interconnect patterns 20 could be formed aligned in 
the longitudinal direction of the tape-shaped base substrate 
10, or they could be formed across the width thereof, or they 

20 could be formed in a matrix form (aligned in both the 
longitudinal direction and the widthwise direction) - The 
interconnect patterns 20 often have the same shape, but they 
can also be of different shapes. For example, a interconnect 
pattern group that is configured of an array of n interconnect 

25 patterns 20 of n different shapes could be formed repeatedly. 

The interconnect patterns 20 can be formed of multiple 
layers of any of copper (Cu> , chrome (Cr ) , titanium <Ti) , nickel 
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(Hi), or titanium-tungsten (Ti-W)y or of an single layer of any 
of those metals, The interconnect patterns 20 are preferably 
plated with a material such as solder/ tin, gold, or nickel. 
If metal plating is performed in such a manner that a eutectic 
5 is created, it is preferable that metal bonding is easy to 
achieve- To facilitate the electrical plating of a plurality 
of the interconnect patterns 20, they could be connected 
electrically by plating leads (not shown in the figure). 

Each of the interconnect patterns 20 has a plurality of 

10 interconnects 22 and 24. More specifically, a plurality of 
interconnects 22 is formed in the longitudinal direction of the 
base substrate 10 on a first side of the device hole 14 (the 
upper side in Fig. 1) and a plurality of interconnects 24 is 
formed on a second side thereof (the lower side in Fig. 1). 

15 Each of the interconnects 22 and 24 comprises an inner 

lead 26 or 28 at one end thereof, an oblique portion 30 or 32 
that extends in a direction of an increasing spacing, and an 
end portion 34 or 36 at the other end thereof. 

The inner leads 26 and 28 protrude into the device hole 

20 14. The inner leads 26 and the inner leads 28 are each formed 
to be mutually parallel, and could be formed to extend in the 
longitudinal direction of the base substrate 10, The inner leads 
26 and 28 act as electrical connection portions with the 
semiconductor chip 60. 

25 The oblique portions 30 and 32 are formed to be inclined 

with respect to the direction in which the spacing of the inner 
leads 26 and 28 increases. The oblique portions 30 and 32 could 
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be formed to have either a linear shape or a curved shape. 

The end portions 34 and 36 are set to extend from the 
oblique portions 30 and 32, on the opposite side from the inner 
leads 26 and 28. Each group of end portions 34 and end portions 
5 36 is formed to be mutually parallel and could be formed to extend 
in the longitudinal direction of the base substrate 10 . At least 
one of the width and pitch of the end portions 34 and 36 can 
be formed to be larger than that of the inner leads 26 and 28. 
The end portions 34 and 36 are connected electrically to other 

10 electrical components. In the example shown in Fig. 1/ the end 
portions 36 of the interconnects 24 are formed to straddle an 
outer lead hole 38, and the portions of the end portions 36 that 
are within the outer lead hole 38 act as outer leads. 

The base substrate 10 comprises a plurality of first 

15 regions 44 and a plurality of second regions 45* Each first 
region 44 is a region that is to be punched out. In the example 
shown in Fig. 1, each first region 44 is positioned in a central 
portion across the width of the base substrate 10 . In other words , 
each first region 44 is positioned inward of edge portions of 

20 the base substrate 10 so that, when the base substrate 10 is 
punched out at the first region 44, both edge portions of the 
base substrate 10 are left, with respect to the width thereof. 
Alternatively, each first region 44 could comprise one side edge 
of the base substrate 10, or it could comprise the entire portion 

25 across the width of the base substrate 10 (from one side edge 
to the other side edge) . At least part of each interconnecting 
pattern 20 is formed within one of the first regions 44. A 
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plurality of the first regions 44 (not necessarily all of them) 
are positioned in a line along the longitudinal direction of 
the tape-shaped base substrate 10. Note that the semiconductor 
chip 60 (see Fig. 4) is mounted on one of the first regions 44 
5 and the device hole 14 is formed within this first region 44* 
The second regions 45 are positioned between the first 
regions 44, More specifically, each second region 45 is 
positioned between two of the first regions 44 that are adjacent 
in the longitudinal direction of the base substrate 10, Each 

10 second region 45 is a part of the base substrate 10 and comprises 
the entire portion thereof across the width thereof (from one 
side edge to the other side edge). 

Apertures such as through-holes r slits, or cuts are not 
formed in a central portion of each second region 45 in the 

15 widthwise direction of the base substrate 10* In other words , 
there is some of the material at the central portion of the second 
region 45 in the widthwise direction of the base substrate 10* 
This makes it possible to ensure that deformation is not too 
great , even when the base substrate is pulled* Note that the 

20 material that does exist in the central portion of the second 
region 45 in the widthwise direction of the base substrate 10, 
could be a material that supports the interconnecting patterns 
2 0 < such as a polyimide resin ) or it could be a different material 
(such as a single layer of a weak material or a hard material) * 

25 Regardless of what type of material is used, this material forms 
part of the base substrate 10. Alternatively/ the portion within 
the central portion of the second region 45 in the widthwise 
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direction of the base substrate 10 could have a different 
thickness from the portion that supports the interconnect 
pattern 20. That is to say/ the central portion of the second 
region 45 in the widthwise direction of the base substrate 10 

5 could be formed to be either thinner or thicker. 

At least one low-bending-resistance portion 40 is formed 
within each second region 45 (in Pig, 1, there are a plurality 
of low-bending-resistance portions 40)- This low-bending- 
resistance portion 40 is designed to ensure that the second 

10 region 45 bends more readily- than the first region 44- More 
specifically, each low-bending-resistance portion 40 bends 
easily in a direction such that the second region 45 bends along 
the longitudinal axis of the base substrate 10 (such as when 
the assembly is being wound on a reel) • This ensures that when 

15 the base substrate 10 is being bent, such as when it is being 
wound, bending stresses concentrate in the second regions 45, 
avoiding bending stress concentrations at the first regions 44- 
As a result, there is little bending of the interconnecting 
patterns 20 within the first regions 44. 

20 The low-bending-resistance portions 40 shown in Pig- 1 

are slits, where these slits are formed to extend across the 
width of the base substrate 10- These low-bending-resistance 
portions 40 could also be through-holes r cuts, or thinner 
portions. Alternatively, the low-bending-resistance portions 

25 40 could be formed of a material that is weaker (and thus more 
bendable) than the material of the first regions 44. if the 
low-bending-resistance portions 40 are apertures such as slits, 
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the bending resistance of the low-bending-resistance portions 
40 is zero. If there is some material in the low-bending- 
resistance portions 40, such as in thinner portions, the 
low-bending-resistance portions 40 will have some bending 
5 resistance. 

A plurality of the low-bending-resistance portions 40 
could be formed at intervals across the width of the base 
substrate 10. In such a case, the low-bending-resistance 
portions 40 could be formed in a straight line across the width 

20 of the base substrate 10. In the example shown in Fig- 1, a 
plurality of the low-bending-resistance portions 40 are 
disposed symmetrically on either side with respect to the center 
of the width of the base substrate 10- In this case, 
"symmetrical " means that they are symmetrical in both shape and 

15 position, and the bending resistances thereof are also 
symmetrical . 

Alternatively, one low-bending-resistance portion 40 
could be formed across the width of the base substrate 10, 
straddling the center thereof, provided that the low- 

20 bending-resistance portion 40 is not apertures alone. The 
entire second region 45 could also be formed as the low- 
bending-resistance portion 40* 

The second region 45 in which the low-bending-resistance 
portion 40 is formed preferably bends more readily than regions 

25 of the adjacent first regions 44 that comprise portions of the 
interconnecting patterns 20 that are more likely to deform. 
Portions of the interconnecting patterns 20 that are not 
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supported directly by the base substrate 10 are more likely to 
deform* Examples Include portions of the interconnecting 
patterns 20 which are positioned within holes (such as the inner 
leads 26 and 28 and the end portions 36 that form outer leads, 
5 which are positioned within the device hole 14 and the outer 
lead hole 38}* it is therefore preferable to ensure that the 
second region 45 bends more readily than the edge portions of 
the holes. 

A protective film 42 (see Fig. 5) could be provided on 

10 top of the interconnecting patterns 20- The protective film 42 
protects the interconnect patterns 2 0 from oxidation or the like . 
The protective film 42 could be formed of a resin such as solder 
resist. The protective film 42 is provided to cover is provided 
to cover the interconnect pattern 20 except for those portions 

15 in electrical contact with other components such as a 
semiconductor chip (such as the inner leads, external pins, and 
outer leads ) . The protective film 42 is provided to cover the 
interconnect patterns 20 except for those portions in 
electrical contact with other components such as a 

20 semiconductor chip (such as the inner leads 26 and 28/ external 
pins , and outer leads ) • 

Each of the interconnecting patterns 20 is used to 
fabricate one semiconductor device , and the flexible 
interconnecting substrate 1 is used to fabricate a plurality 

26 of semiconductor devices - The base substrate 10 is provided with 
a plurality of the first regions 44, Each first region 44 is 
punched out of the base substrate 10 to form a semiconductor 
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device- One interconnecting pattern 20 is formed in each first 
region 44, The interconnecting pattern 20 could be formed to 
protrude from the first region 44* In other words, part of each 
interconnecting pattern 20 could be positioned outside the 
5 corresponding first region 44. 

A usage state of the flexible interconnect substrate in 
accordance with this embodiment of the invention is shown in 
Fig. 2A, with a side view of part of the flexible interconnect 
substrate being shown in Fig- 2B. as shown in Fig. 2A, the 

10 flexible interconnecting substrate 1 is wound onto the reel 46. 
In this case, the axial line of the base substrate 10 in the 
longitudinal direction bends but the low-bending-resistance 
portions 40 are formed in the second regions 45 of the base 
substrate 10. Thus the second regions 45 formed in the low- 

15 bending-resistance portions 40 bend greatly because the bending 
stresses concentrate in those positions , so that there is little 
bending of the first regions 44 in which the low-bending- 
resistance portions 40 are not formed t as shown in Fig* 2B. The 
interconnecting patterns 20 are formed in the first regions 44 

20 where there is little bending, as shown in Fig. 1, which makes 
it possible to suppress bending of the interconnecting patterns 
20. 

It is therefore possible to pull the flexible 
interconnecting substrate 1 off from the reel 46 and perform 
25 processing thereon, or perform reel-to-reel processing 
thereon. 
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Film Carrier 

In a film carrier in accordance with another embodiment 
to which the present invention is applied, the flexible 
interconnect substrate of Fig, 1 is cut along lines in the 
5 widthwise direction (the broken lines indicated by reference 
numerals 46 in Fig. 1 ) . For example, the film carrier is a piece 
of film cut from the above described flexible interconnect 
substrate. Note that the positions at which the flexible 
interconnect substrate is cut are not particularly limited. In 
10 the example shown in Fig. 1, both sides of one interconnect 
patterns 20 act as cutting positions, but both sides of a 
plurality of interconnect patterns 20 could equally well be used 
as cutting positions. 

15 Method of Manufacturing a Tape-shaped Semiconductor Device 
The description now turns to a method of manufacturing 
a tape-shaped semiconductor device in accordance with an 
embodiment to which the present invention is applied, with 
reference to Fig. 3. 

20 as shown in Fig- 3, the flexible interconnecting 

substrate 1 has been previously wound onto the reel 46 and is 
conveyed therefrom to a bonding unit 50 for mounting 
semiconductor chips. A buffer region (slack portion) 52 is 
provided between the reel 46 and the bonding unit 50, so that 

28 the amount by which the reel 46 is drawn out ensures that 
semiconductor chips can be mounted on the flexible 
interconnecting substrate l r not necessarily in 
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synchronization with the tact time of the bonding unit SO. 

Since the flexible interconnecting substrate 1 is in a 
state such that it dangles under its own weight within the buffer 
region 52, it bends due to its own weight at the lowermost 
5 position thereof and thus bending stresses are applied to the 
flexible interconnecting substrate I. However, the flexible 
interconnecting substrate 1 in accordance with this embodiment 
of the invention is provided with the low-bending-resistance 
portions 40 r so these bending stresses concentrate at the 
10 low-bendtng-resistance portions 40. It is therefore possible 
to prevent the bending stresses from concentrating at the 
electrical connection portion (such as the inner leads 26 and 
28)/ preventing the occurrence of cracks and broken wires. 

15 Tape-Shaped Semiconductor Device 

A tape-shaped semiconductor device in accordance with a 
further embodiment to which this invention is applied is shown 
in Pig. 4 f which is a cross-sectional view taken along a line 
across the width of the 10* 

20 This tape-shaped semiconductor device has the above 

described flexible interconnecting substrate 1 and a plurality 
of semiconductor chips 60 that are connected electrically to 
the interconnect patterns 20 thereof. 

The planar shape of each semiconductor chip 60 is 

25 generally quadrangular, but it could be either rectangular or 
square. A plurality of electrodes is formed on one surface of 
each semiconductor chip 60. The electrodes are aligned along 
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at least one edge (or two or four edges, if more than one) of 
the surface of the semiconductor chip. If the outer shape of 
each semiconductor chip 60 is rectangular, electrodes could be 
arrayed in the longer direction thereof, as in an IC for a liquid 
5 crystal drive by way of example/ or they could be arrayed in 
the shorter direction thereof, in some cases, the electrodes 
may be arrayed at an end portion of the surface of each 
semiconductor chip 60 , or they may be arrayed at a central 
portion thereof. The electrodes are often configured of pads 

10 that are formed thinly and flat of a material such as aluminum, 
with bumps formed on top thereof. If bumps are not formed, the 
pads alone become electrodes. A passivation film (not shown in 
the figure) is formed over the semiconductor chips, except for 
at least: part of the electrodes. The passivation film can be 

35 formed of a material such as Si0 2 , SiN, or polyimide resin, by 
way of example. 

The electrodes of the semiconductor chips 60 could be 
bonded to the inner leads 26 and 28 of the interconnect patterns 
20 through the device hole 14, by applying the tab technique. 

20 Alternatively, face-down bonding of the semiconductor 

chips 60 could be employed, if a flexible interconnect substrate 
with no device hole 14 is used, in such a case, the flexible 
interconnect substrate could be a substrate wherein the active 
surface of each semiconductor chip 60 {the surface on which 

25 electrodes are formed) and the base substrate are on opposite 
sides, in other words, chip-on-film (COF) mounting. 

Alternatively, if wire bonding or the like is to be 
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employed, each semiconductor chip 60 could be bonded face-up. 
In such a case, the active surface of the semiconductor chip 
60 (the surface on which electrodes are formed) is orientated 
in the same direction as the mounting surface of the base 
5 substrate of the flexible interconnect substrate. For example, 
the electrodes of the semiconductor chip 60 could be connected 
to the interconnect pattern 20 by wires (fine wires) of metal 
to give a face-up-mounted substrate. 

The tape-shaped semiconductor device could have a seal 

10 portion 62. The seal portion 62 seals in at least the electrical 
connection portions between the electrodes of the semiconductor 
chip 60 and the interconnect pattern 20 {such as the inner leads 
26 and 28). tthis seal portion 62 is often formed of resin. 

in addition, the end portions of the protective film 42 

15 preferably overlap the seal portion 62 at each boundary between 
portions of the interconnecting pattern 20 that are not covered 
by the protective film 42 and portions that are covered thereby 
(see Fig- 5) - This makes it possible to prevent exposure of the 
interconnect pattern 20. The seal portion 62 could be provided 

20 by potting or it could be provided by a transfer mold. 

Semiconductor Device and Method of Manufacturing the Same 

A semiconductor device and method of manufacturing the 
same in accordance with a still further embodiment to which this 
25 invention is applied is shown in Pig. 5. This semiconductor 
device is formed by cutting the tape-shaped semiconductor 
device of Fig. 5 along lines that extend in the widthwise 
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direction. The tape-shaped semiconductor device could be cut 
on both sides of one interconnect pattern 20, using cutting 
tools 64 (such as cutters or a punch), as shown in Fig. 5 by 
way of example. These cutting positions could be those indicated 
5 by the broken line 48 in Fig. 1. 

The semiconductor device in accordance with this 
embodiment of the invention could be formed by punching out the 
base substrate 10 of the above described tape-shaped 
semiconductor device* The position of the punching could be 
10 along the outline of one interconnect pattern 20, 

Semiconductor Device and Circuit Board 

A circuit board in accordance with yet another embodiment 
to which this invention is applied is shown in Pig. 6. As shown 

15 in Pig* 6, a semiconductor device 72 as described above is 
connected electrically to a circuit board 70. The circuit board 
70 could be a liquid crystal panel, by way of example. The 
semiconductor device 72 is formed by punching out the base 
substrate 10 of the tape-shaped semiconductor device around the 

20 outline that encompasses the semiconductor chip 60, 

The base substrate 10 of the semiconductor device 72 could 
also be provided with bends, as shown in Fig. 6- For example, 
the base substrate 10 could be made to bend around an end portion 
of the circuit board 70- 

25 

Electronic Equipment 

A portable telephone 80 is shown in Fig- 7 as an example 
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of electronic equipment having a semiconductor device to which 
this invention is applied. This portable telephone 80 has the 
circuit board 70 (liquid crystal panel) to which this invention 
is applied. A notebook-sized personal computer 90 having a 
6 semiconductor device (not shown in the figure) to which this 
invention is applied is shown in Fig. 8. 

Note that the "semiconductor chip* that is a structural 
component of the present invention could be replaced by an 
* electronic element," and electronic elements (either active 

10 elements or passive elements) can be mounted on a flexible 
interconnect substrate or film carrier to fabricate an 
electronic component, in a manner similar to that of a 
semiconductor element. Examples of electronic components 
fabricated by using such electronic elements include optical 

IB elements, resistors, capacitors, coils, oscillators, filters, 
temperature sensors , thermistors , varis tors , variable 
resistors, or fuses, by way of example. 

Modifications 

20 A flexible interconnect substrate in accordance with a 

modification of an embodiment to which the present invention 
ie applied is shown in Fig- 9. This flexible interconnect 
substrate comprises a base substrate 80 and interconnect 
patterns 90. The base substrate 80 comprises a first region 82 

25 and a second region 84, and low-bending-resistance portions 86 
and 88 are formed in the second region 84. 

The low-bending-resistance portions 86 and 88 are 
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disposed asymmetrically on either side with respect to the 
central portion in the widthwise direction of the base substrate 
80 . In this case, "asymmetrically" means either that the shapes, 
numbers, or positions thereof are asymmetrical or that the 
5 bending resistances thereof are asymmetrical, in the example 
shown in Fig* 9, a plurality of low-bending-resistance portions 
86 are formed on the side of one edge portion and a small number 
(such as one) of low-bending-resistance portions 88 is formed 
on the side of another edge portion thereof. The low- 

10 bending-resistance portions 86 on one side are circular, by way 
of example* The other low-bending-resistance portions 88 are 
elongated holes, by way of example , that are formed to extend 
across the width of the base substrate 80. since the 
asymmetrical low-bending-resistance portions 86 and 88 are 

15 formed in the base substrate 10 in this manner, the base 
substrate 80 can be made to bend readily in a asymmetrical 
manner . 

The interconnect patterns 90 are positioned offset 
towards one edge portion, with reference to the central portion 

20 in the widthwise direction of the base substrate 90. The 
interconnect patterns 90 could be formed offset towards the 
parts of the low-bending-resistance portions 86 and 88 that bend 
more readily, by way of example. This ensures that portions 
within each second region 84, where bending stresses readily 

25 concentrate/ are close to the interconnect patterns 90, thus 
reducing the bending in the interconnect patterns 90. In this 
case, each first region 82 is positioned offset towards one edge 
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portion with respect to the central portion in the widthwise 
direction of the base substrate 90. 

In all other respects, details given with reference to 
the previously described embodiments apply also to this 
5 modification, 

A flexible interconnect substrate in accordance with 
another modification of an embodiment to which the present 
invention is applied is shown in Figs- 10A and 10B. This flexible 
interconnect substrate has the same configuration as the base 
10 substrate 10 that was described with reference to Fig. 1- Fig. 
10A is a cross-sectional view of a first region 44 of the base 
substrate 10 and Fig- 10B is a cross-sectional view of a second 
region 45 of the base substrate 10. The device hole 14 and the 
sprocket holes 12 are formed in the base substrate 10. 
15 High bending resistance portions 100 are formed on top 

of the base substrate 10. The high-bending- resistance portions 
100 are designed to have a bending resistance that is higher 
than that of the region on which they are formed r and are 
preferably more rigid than the base substrate 10. The high- 
20 bending-resistance portions 100 could be formed of a substrate 
that is more rigid than the base substrate 10 or they could be 
formed of a resist {solder resist), by way of example. 
Alternatively, the formation of the high-bending-reeistance 
portions 100 ensures that, if the bending resistance of the thus 
25 formed region is increased , the rigidity thereof could make use 
of the high-bending-resistance portions 100 of a rigidity that 
is the same as or less than that of the base substrate 10. 
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As shown in Fig. 10A, the high-bend ing-resistance 
portions 100 are formed in the first region 44, bat they are 
also formed to exclude portions of the second region 45. The 
high-bending-resistance portions 100 are formed within a 
5 central portion in the widthwise direction of the base substrate 
10, even in the second region 45. The parts of the second region 
45 in which the high-bending-resistance portions 100 are not 
formed act as relatively low-bending-resistance portions 140. 
In other words, the low-bending-resistance portions 140 are 

10 formed in parts of the second region that avoid the central 
portion in the widthwise direction of the base substrate 10. 

The low-bending-resistance portions 140 are formed in 
regions of the second region 45 that avoid the central portion 
in the widthwise direction of the base substrate 10. The 

15 formation of the low-bending-resistance portions 140 makes the 
second region 45 more likely to bend than the first region 44 
in the direction in which the longitudinal axis curves* 

Details that have been described with reference to Fig- 
10 can also be applied to the previously described embodiment 

20 and modification of the present invention. 

The description now turns to an example in which the 
present invention is applied to film carrier tape* The form of 
the film carrier tape in accordance with this embodiment has 
already been described with reference to Fig, 1. The film 

25 carrier tape in accordance with this embodiment shown in Fig. 
1 is fabricated by first forming the device hole 14 and the outer 
lead hole 38 in a tape-shaped substrate (the base substrate 10) 
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that has flexibility, then providing the interconnect patterns 
20 around these holes* 

The tape-shaped substrate is a film made of a polyimide, 
a plurality of sprocket holes 12 is provided at uniform spacing 
5 in the longitudinal direction along both edges across the width 
of the tape-shaped substrate r so that the tape-shaped substrate 
can be moved in the direction of transfer by the engagement of 
sprockets (not shown in the figure) provided in the transfer 
path. 

10 A plurality of punch-out regions (the first regions 44) 

are provided in this tape-shaped substrate along the 
longitudinal direction thereof, to correspond to the outer 
shapes of punch-out regions for the film carrier. 

The device hole 14, which is of a size just sufficient 

15 to accommodate the semiconductor chip 60 (see Fig- 4), and the 
outer lead hole 38 , which is adjacent to this device hole 14 , 
are provided within each of these punch-out regions, and slits 
(as an example of the low-bending-resistance portions 40) that 
form bendable portions are provided on the outer sides of the 

20 punch-out regions r in other words , between adjacent punch-out 
regions* The interconnect pattern 20 is formed between the 
device hole 14 and the outer lead hole 38, one end of the 
interconnect pattern 20 is made to protrude from the edge of 
the device hole 14, to act as the inner leads 28 for the input 

25 side which are intended to connection pins that are formed in 
the surface of the semiconductor chip 60* The interconnect 
pattern 20 is drawn out to extend over the outer lead hole 38, 
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on the opposite side of the interconnect pattern 20 from that 
of the Inner leads 28 for the input side. The parts of the 
interconnect pattern 20 that straddle the outer lead hole 38 
act as outer leads which are intended to connection pins that 
5 are formed in an external substrate ( not shown in the figures ) . 

The inner leads 26 for the output side are formed on the 
opposite side of the device hole 14 from the inner leads 28 for 
the input side. The inner leads 26 for the output side are also 
formed to protrude in such a manner that there is a number thereof 

10 equivalent to the number of connection pins of the semiconductor 
chip 60. The interconnect pattern 20 that acts as one side- 
edge portion of the inner leads 26 for the output side are drawn 
out to extend to the opposite side on which the outer lead hole 
38 is formed , the thus extended portion is subjected to solder 

15 plating to provide connections with another external substrate, 
so that solder lands are formed thereby. 

The slits (as one example of the low-bending-resistance 
portions 40) that are formed between the punch-out regions (the 
first regions 44) are formed in a plurality of lateral rows in 

20 such a manner that the longitudinal direction thereof matches 
the widthwise direction of the tape-shaped substrate. The 
configuration is such that, when the tape-shaped substrate (the 
base substrate 10) is subjected to bending in the longitudinal 
direction thereof, the regions in which these slits are formed 

25 has the lowest bending resistance. In other words, if the shape 
of the slits when they are formed is set in such a manner that 
the proportion occupied by the slits across the width of the 
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tape-shaped substrate is greater than that of the holes in other 
regions, the dimensions of the substrate material is less than 
those in the other regions, making it possible to minimize 
bending resistance. 
5 During the process of manufacturing the thus configured 

film carrier tape, the device hole 14, the outer lead hole 3S, 
and the slits are punched out of the tape-shaped substrate 
simultaneously, then copper foil is laminated over the surface 
of the tape-shaped substrate, and the copper foil is exposed 
10 and etched to form the interconnect pattern 20 . The film carrier 
tape that is fabricated by this sequence later accepts the 
semiconductor chip 60 in the device hole 14 and the inner leads 
26 and 28 are connected electrically* The semiconductor chip 
60 is then sealed into protective resin and the film carrier 
15 is punched out along the outer shape of the punch-out region. 
The semiconductor chip 60 thus forms a semiconductor device 
mounted on the film carrier. 

The above described manufacturing process can have a 
number of fabrication lines within each step, instead of having 
20 the entire process running along the transfer direction of the 
tape-shaped substrate, as in a single fabrication line. The film 
carrier tape is wound onto the reel 46 in a roll at the far end 
of each predetermined fabrication line and also that reel 46 
is placed at the start of the next-stage fabrication line, so 
25 that the film carrier tape can be sent out for the next-stage 
fabrication line. 

Cross -sectional views of portions of the film carrier 
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tape when wound onto the reel 46 are shown in Figs, 2 A and 2B. 
If the near end of the film carrier tape is attached to the core 
of the reel 46 and the film carrier tape is wound around that 
core, as shown in Fig. 2A, the film carrier tape forms a roll 
5 and the outer dimensions of that roll increases as the amount 
of tape wound thereon increases. In this case, the winding of 
the film carrier tape onto the reel 46 causes bending stresses 
to act thereon, but the provision of slits (the low- 
bending-resistance portions 40) in the film carrier tape 
10 ensures that the resistance to bending is low at the regions 
provided with those slits. This means that bending stresses 
concentrate at those portions and thus the film carrier tape 
is bent into a polygonal shape with the regions of the slits 
acting as vertices, as shown in Fig- 2B- For thai; reason, there 
15 ie no concentration of stresses due to bending at the portions 
either side of the regions provided with slits, in other words, 
the regions in which the outer lead holes 38 are formed. It is 
therefore possible to prevent bending stress concentrations at 
the outer leads formed in each outer lead hole 38, thereby 
20 preventing the occurrence of cracking and breakage of the outer 
leads . 

The form of the fabrication line in which the 
semiconductor chips 60 are mounted on the film carrier tape will 
now be described with reference to Fig. 3 . The film carrier tape 
25 that is drawn out from the reel 46 , as shown in Fig. 3 , is inserted 
into the bonding unit 50 of this fabrication line, where the 
semiconductor chips 60 are mounted. The buffer region (slack 
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portion) 52 is provided between the reel 46 and the bonding unit 
50, so that the amount by which the reel 46 is drawn out ensures 
that semiconductor chips 60 can be mounted on the flexible 
interconnecting substrate 1, not necessarily in 
B synchronization with the tact time of the bonding unit 50. 

Since the film carrier tape is in a state such that it 
dangles under its own weight within the buffer region 52, it 
bends due to its own weight at the lowermost position thereof 
and thus bending stresses are applied to the film carrier tape* 

10 However, the film carrier tape is provided with regions having 
slits and thus the bending resistance at those portions is small , 
so that bending stresses concentrate at those portions and thus 
the film carrier tape is bent into a polygonal shape with the 
regions of the slits acting as vertices- For that reason, there 

15 is no concentration of stresses due to bending at the portions 
either side of the regions provided with slits, in other words, 
the regions in which the outer lead holes 38 are formed. It is 
therefore possible to prevent bending stress concentrations at 
the outer leads formed in each outer lead hole 38, thereby 

20 preventing the occurrence of cracking and breakage of the outer 
leads . 

In addition, the stresses are made to concentrate in the 
regions in which the slits (the low-bending-resistance portions 
40) are formed, so that there are no bending stress 
25 concentrations on the punch-out regions (the first regions 44 ) - 
There is therefor no deformation, not only of the outer leads 
but also of the inner leads 28 for the input side and the inner 
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leads 26 for the output side, making it possible to position 
the inner leads and the semiconductor chip accurately. 

Note that this embodiment of the invention was described 
with reference to positions where semiconductor chips are 
5 mounted on a film carrier tape, but the present invention is 
not limited to such positions and similar effects can be 
obtained by the buffer region 52 for other locations at which 
bending stresses are applied to the film carrier tape* 

in the method of manufacturing a film carrier tape in 

10 accordance with this embodiment of the invention, punch-out 
regions (the first regions 44) are set in sequence along the 
longitudinal direction of a tape-shaped substrate (the base 
substrate 10) that has flexibility, then bendable portions are 
provided between the punch-out regions in such a manner that 

15 the bending resistance thereof is less than that of the 
punch-out regions- Since the method of manufacturing film 
carrier tape in accordance with this embodiment of the invention 
ensures that the regions between the punch-out regions bend 
readily , any attempt to bend the film carrier tape causes the 

20 bending stresses concentrate at those bendable portions so that 
the film carrier tape bends at the bendable portions into a 
polygonal shape, thereby making it possible to prevent bending 
stress concentrations at the punch-out regions. 

Note that it does not matter what is done at the bendable 

25 portions to reduce the bending resistance of the tape-shaped 
substrate, more specifically, there could equally well be slits 
formed in the lateral direction (the widthwise direction) of 
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the tape- shaped substrate/ cuts introduced in the lateral 
direction of the tape-shaped substrate, or a lessening of the 
thickness of the tape-shaped substrate. 

The method of manufacturing a film carrier tape in 
5 accordance with this embodiment of the invention also includes 
a process in which punch-out regions (the first regions 44) are 
set in sequence along the longitudinal direction of a tape- 
shaped substrate (the base substrate 10) that has flexibility, 
the device holes 14 and the neighboring outer lead holes 38 are 

10 formed within these punch-out regions, then the interconnect 
patterns 20 are formed, each with one end portion protruding 
from a device hole 14 and another end portion straddling an outer 
lead hole 38. Before the interconnect patterns 20 are formed, 
slits are formed between the punch-out regions. This ensures 

15 that the bending resistance of the tape-shaped substrate 
between the punch-out regions is less than the bending 
resistance of the regions in which are formed the outer lead 
holes 38 that are straddled by the interconnect patterns 20. 
When the film carrier tape itself bends, the resultant bending 

20 stresses concentrate between the punch-out regions, -that: is, 
at the regions in which the slits are formed, so that there are 
no bending stress concentrations in the regions in which the 
outer lead holes 38 are formed, thus making it possible to 
prevent the application of stress to the outer leads • Forming 

25 the slits before the step of forming the interconnect patterns 
20 makes it possible to prevent the application of stress to 
the interconnect patterns 20 from the very start of their 
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formation* 

A film carrier tape in accordance with this embodiment 
of the invention comprises a tape-shaped substrata <the base 
substrate 10) that has flexibility/ punch-out regions that are 
5 set in sequence along this tape-shaped substrate, and bendable 
portions formed between the punch-out regions* The bending 
resistance between the punch-out regions is less than the 
bending resistance of the punch-out regions. With the film 
carrier tape in accordance with this embodiment of the invention , 
10 the bendable portions ensure that the bending resistance 
between the punch-out regions is lower • Thus, when an attempt 
is made to bend the film carrier tape, the bending stresses 
concentrate at the bendable portions, making it possible to 
reduce the severity of bending in the punch-out regions, with 
15 no bending stress concentrations in these punch-out regions. 

The film carrier tape in accordance with this embodiment 
of the invention comprises a tape-shaped substrate (the base 
substrate 10) that has flexibility. Punch-out regions are 
formed in sequence along this tape-shaped substrate, and a 
20 device hole 14 is formed within each of these punch-out regions . 
Within each punch-out region is also formed an outer lead hole 
38 adjacent to the device hole 14, and an interconnect pattern 
20 which has an end portion that protrudes from the device hole 
14 and another end portion that straddles the outer lead hole 
25 38. Slits are formed by punching out between the punch-out 
regions. The bending resistance between the punch-out regions 
is made to be less than the bending resistance of regions in 
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which are formed the outer lead holes 38 that are straddled by 
the interconnect patterns 20. With the film carrier tape in 
accordance with this embodiment of the invention, any attempt 
to bend the film carrier tape applies bending stresses to the 
5 entirety thereof, but the provision of places in which slits 
are formed, with the weakest bending resistance, between the 
punch-out regions ensures that the bending stresses concentrate 
at those portions and the film carrier tape takes up a polygonal 
shape. In other words, there are no stress concentrations due 

10 to bending at the outer lead hole 38, and thus no stresses are 
applied to the outer leads that straddle the outer lead hole 
38 • This makes it possible to prevent cracking or breakage of 
the outer leads. 

In the film carrier tape in accordance with this 

15 embodiment of the invention, the slits are formed in such a 
manner that the proportion occupied by the slits across the 
width of the tape-shaped substrate (the base substrate 10) is 
greater than the proportion occupied by the outer lead holes 
38 across the width of the tape-shaped substrate. With the film 

20 carrier tape in accordance with this eidbodiment of the invention , 
the remaining amount of the material of the substrate is least 
within regions in which the slits are formed, making it possible 
to reduce the bending resistance thereof below that of the other 
regions in which the outer lead holes 38 are formed. 

25 
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CLAIMS 

1. A flexible interconnect substrate comprising: 
a tape-shaped base substrate; and 
5 an interconnect pattern formed on the base substrate , 

wherein the base substrate includes; 

a first region in which a predetermined interconnect 
pattern has been formed and which will form a unit when separated 
from the base substrate; and 

10 a second region positioned next to the first region in 

the longitudinal direction of the base substrate; and 

wherein the second region has a low-bending-resistance 
portion which is formed in a region that excludes a central 
portion of the second region in the widthwise direction of the 

15 base substrate, for ensuing that the second region bends more 
readily in the direction in which the longitudinal axis of the 
base substrate bends, in comparison with the first region. 

2 - The flexible interconnect substrate as defined in claim 
20 1, wherein the low-bending-resistance portion is one of 
through-holes, cuts, and a thinner portion* 

3. The flexible interconnect substrate as defined in claim 
lr 

25 wherein a high-bending-resistance portion is formed in 

each of the first region and the central portion of the second 
region in the widthwise direction of the base substrate; 
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wherein the high-bending-resistance portion is formed to 
avoid a region that excludes the central portion of the second 
region in the widthwise direction of the base substrate; and 

wherein the region avoided by the high-bending- 
5 resistance portion forms a relatively low-bend ing-res is tance 
portion* 

4 . The flexible interconnect substrate as defined in claim 
1, 

10 vfterein a hole is formed in the first region of the base 

substrate; and 

wherein a portion of the interconnect pattern is 
positioned within the hole. 

15 5* The flexible interconnect substrate as defined in claim 
4, 

wherein the second region is formed to bend more readily 
than the first region that bends readily due to the formation 
of the hole* 

20 

6* The flexible interconnect substrate as defined in claim 
1, 

wherein a plurality of the low-bending-resistance 
portions are formed in a straight line within the second region, 
25 across the width of the base substrate* 

7 • The flexible interconnect substrate as defined in claim 
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6, 

wherein the plurality of low-bending- resistance portions 
are disposed on two edge portion sides of the base substrate, 
symmetrically with respect to the center in the widthwise 
5 direction of the base substrate. 

8» The flexible interconnect substrate as defined in claim 
6, 

wherein the plurality of low-bending-resistance portions 
10 are disposed on two edge portion sides of the base substrate, 
asymmetrically with respect to the center in the widthwise 
direction of the base substrate* 

9 ♦ The flexible interconnect substrate as defined in claim 
15 8, 

wherein the interconnect pattern is formed to be offset 
towards either of two edge portions of the base substrate, with 
respect to the center in the widthwise direction of the base 
substrate. 

20 

10 • A tape-shaped semiconductor device comprising; 

the flexible interconnect substrate as defined in claim 
1; and 

a semiconductor chip connected electrically to the 
25 interconnect pattern of the base substrate. 

11. A tape-shaped semiconductor device comprising t 
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the flexible interconnect substrate as defined in claim 
8; and 

a semiconductor chip which is disposed offset towards 
either of two edge portions of the base substrate, with respect 
5 to the center thereof in the widthwise direction of the base 
substrate, and which is connected electrically to the 
interconnect pattern of the base substrate, 

12* A tape-shaped semiconductor device comprising: 
10 the flexible interconnect substrate as defined in claim 

9; and 

a semiconductor chip which is disposed offset towards 
either of two edge portions of the base substrate, with respect 
to the center thereof in the widthwise direction of the base 
15 substrate, and which is connected electrically to the 
interconnect pattern of the base substrate. 

13. A semiconductor device which has a shape obtained by 
punching out the base substrate of the tape-shaped 

20 semiconductor device as defined in claim 10 along an outline 
that surrounds the semiconductor chip. 

14. A semiconductor device which has a shape obtained by 
punching out the base substrate of the tape-shaped 

25 semiconductor device as defined in claim 11 along an outline 
that surrounds the semiconductor chip, 
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15. A semiconductor device which has a shape obtained by 
punching out the base substrate of the tape-shaped 
semiconductor device as defined in claim 12 along an outline 
that surrounds the semiconductor chip. 

5 

16. A circuit board which is connected electrically to the 
semiconductor device defined in claim 13. 

17. A circuit board which is connected electrically to the 
10 semiconductor device defined in claim 14. 

18. A circuit board which is connected electrically to the 
semiconductor device defined in claim 15* 

15 19- Electronic equipment having the semiconductor device as 
defined in claim 15. 

20- Electronic equipment having the semiconductor device as 
defined in claim 14. 

20 

21 . Electronic equipment having the semiconductor device as 
defined in claim 15. 

22. A method of manufacturing a semiconductor device , 
25 comprising the steps of: 

winding the flexible interconnect substrate as defined 
in any of claims 1 to 9 onto a reel in preparation; and then 
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pulling the flexible interconnect substrate out from the 

reel* 

23* A method of manufacturing a semiconductor device, 
5 comprising the steps of; 

winding a tape-shaped semiconductor device which 
comprises the flexible interconnect substrate as defined in any 
of claims 1 to 9 and a semiconductor chip connected electrically 
to the interconnect pattern of the flexible interconnect 
10 substrate, onto a reel in preparation? and then 

pulling the tape-shaped semiconductor device out from the 

reel- 

24. The method of manufacturing a semiconductor device as 
15 defined in claim 23, 

wherein the flexible interconnect substrate is punched 
out at the first region, during the step of pulling the 
tape-shaped semiconductor device out from the reel. 
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ABSTRACT 

A flexible interconnect substrate (1) comprises a 
tape-shaped base substrate (10 ) and a plurality of interconnect 
5 patterns (20) formed on the base substrate (10). The base 
substrate (10) has a plurality of first regions (44) set to be 
punched out, and second regions (45) between those first regions 
(44) . Each of the second regions (45) has the material that forms 
the base substrate (10) is present in a central portion in the 
10 widthwise direction of the base substrate (10), and a low- 
bend ing-res is ta nee portion (40) for ensuring that the second 
region (45) bends more readily than the adjacent first regions 
<44) in a direction in which the longitudinal axis of the base 
substrate (10) bends. 

15 
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